
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the 
Nicasio Land Owners Association 

at Rancho Nicasio Restaurant, Thursday, May 3, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 
 

I. Call to Order: 7:00 pm. Board members present: Caroline Bolthouse, Bill Joost 
(Treasurer), Steve Lewis (President), Tom Wood (Secretary), Rick Lafranchi, Stan Loar. 
Board members absent: Guy Phillips (Vice-President), Jennie Golde, Chris Thomas. 
 
Community contributors present: Pat McDonnell, Eric Blantz, Kent Grady, Rocky Shone, 
Mark Burton, Kirby Wilcox, Elaine Doss, Sue Kline, Supervisor Dennis Rodoni. 
 
Attending: many community members. 
  
II. Welcome and President's Remarks (Steve Lewis, President): The President 
introduced the Board members, and thanked a number of others as well for their efforts 
on behalf of the Nicasio Community. He presented an overview of the Board's work over 
the last twelve months. His essential points: 
  
1. The Board has worked to: a) maintain the look and feel of Nicasio, respect and 
preserve its rural character, maintain the Square and Lot 1, b) ensure that new 
construction is consistent with the Design Plan, and c) allow people to use their property 
as they choose as long as it doesn't affect neighbors or conflict with a) and b). 
   
2. The Board has addressed broader controversial issues by making every effort to 
consult residents, and if there is a consensus, publicly state the Board's position; and if 
there is no consensus, take no position. To cite two examples: one, ranching in Point 
Reyes National Seashore, about which there was a consensus and on which the Board 
submitted a letter to the National Park Service; and two, the San Geronimo Golf Course, 
about which a lack of consensus caused the Board to take no position. 
 
3. Rick Lafranchi and Stan Loar's being voted on to the Board has resulted in 
agricultural points of view being better reflected. 
 
4. A modified use permit agreement for Big Rock was achieved with Lucasfilm that limits 
daily and overnight visitors. 
  
5. The Design Review Committee has enjoyed the productive leadership of Sue Kline, 
who performs a time-consuming and difficult job considering building and property 
issues in Nicasio. 
 
6. With Supervisor Rodoni's help, we are a lot closer to a solution regarding accessibility 
of water in drought periods. 
 
7. Thanks to Leanne Wolfson, who has been preparing to take over the database duties 
of Mike Ingerman. 
 



 

 

8. Work on high-speed internet is proceeding apace by Inyo/Praxis, and Eric Blantz and 
Pat McDonnell, as spearheads on the project, are owed our thanks. 
     
9. Pursuant to the Board's effort to make our community better informed, we have 
posted minutes and information on the website, nicasio.net.<http://nicasio.net>. We will 
try to post even when events dictate an emergency decision, in which case Board 
meetings are held by email and telephone conferences. 
 
II. Financial Report (Bill Joost, Treasurer): "Our finances are strong." Currently we 
have $38,000, around the same as last year. Property tax liability has dropped a bit, 
because of our ownership of all of the Square. Everything is organized and up to date. 
Thanks to everyone who sent in membership dues and made extra contributions. 
 
III. Design Review Committee (Sue Kline, Chair, NDRC): On behalf of Sue, Steve 
thanked the Design Review Committee for its work, and directed those with questions 
and/or interest in serving on the committee to contact her. 
 
IV. Town Square / Ballfield / Lot1 (Kent Grady, Mark Burton, Tom Wood): Mark Burton 
reported that the ballfield is in good shape, and that there will be two Little League night 
games next weekend. Tom Wood and Steve Lewis discussed replacing the fencing on 
Lot 1 and thanked Caroline Bolthouse, who obtained three bids, and is seeking a fourth. 
Some fundraising is foreseen to defray expenses. 
 
V. Water (Caroline Bolthouse): With Supervisor Rodoni's assistance, MMWD and North 
Marin Water are almost ready with a proposal. The NLOA will be the single entity 
managing the agreement. Rodoni stated that those who are used to obtaining trucked 
water should see no change in service. 
 
VI. NVFD (Eric Blantz): "All is good with the Department;" Joe Runyon is stepping down 
as chief; Kent Grady will step into his slot; a May 19th event at Druids' Hall will honor Joe 
and Mike Ingerman for their service. A June 7 "fire class" event at Rancho Nicasio will 
involve fire safety planning. The annual BBQ is scheduled for August 25. A new fire 
engine has been ordered. The NVFD is helping achieve emergency back-up electrical 
power for Nicasio School. 
 
VII. Disaster Council (Kirby Wilcox): There are 240 homes and 630 residents in 
Nicasio in 17 neighborhoods, but very few fire hydrants. The main hindrance to opening 
Nicasio School as an emergency shelter is the lack of back-up power. It will apparently 
cost $90,000 to make this happen, with roughly a third provided by the County. 
 
VIII. Nicasio Historical Society (Elaine Doss): A new exhibit of photos and objects, 
"Nicasio School Children Through the Years," is planned for June; and in the Fall, the 
2nd annual benefit Art Exhibit will again be at the Druids' Hall. NHS tote bags are 
available for sale; more information about the Society may be found on the Nicasio 
website. The museum is open Saturdays and Sundays, 1-3 p.m. 
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IX. Nicasio School (Mark Burton): He asked for a round of applause for the School 
Board, on which two seats are now open and looking to be filled. The "main school 
event of the year," a dinner/dance, will be held June 2, with improved shuttle service to 
the venue. The School Foundation fund is highly important, as it makes possible art, 
Spanish-language, physical ed, and tech programs. The school has a "shoestring 
budget," and relies on contributions and grants to supplement it. 
 
X. Annual Roadside Cleanup (Rocky Shone): Clean-up Day is Saturday, May 13 
starting at 9 a.m. Districts/routes are divided up; sign-ups solicited. The clean-up day is 
important to Nicasio for not only cleanliness, but for getting to better know one's 
neighbors, giving back to the community, and increasing public awareness. 
 
XI. Good Neighbor Award (Jennie Golde and Leanne Wolfson, presented by Steve 
Lewis): The citation was read, praising Rocky Shone's many valuable contributions 
and his service to the Nicasio community. Much applause/standing ovation; Rocky 
acknowledged the award, said he was honored, and thanked mentors, including his 
father, his wife Marcy, Wil Lafranchi, Natalie Lewis, and Bob Arrigoni. 
  
XII. Board Elections (Steve Lewis): Jennie Golde and Chris Thomas having stepped 
down, the remaining Board members, plus new member Leanne Wolfson, were elected 
by voice vote to serve the upcoming term. 
 
XIII. Broadband Installation (Eric Blantz, Pat McDonnell): Pat McDonnell announced 
that we are "entering the 21st Century," and thanked Eric Blantz, noted six years of work 
by tech people, the importance of County participation, the financial foundation provided 
by Praxis, and the community-provided prepaid funding, a first in the nation for this kind 
of project. Loren Carpenter spoke about the innovative uses of this extraordinarily large 
bandwidth. The Inyo company estimated the project completed by the end of July. A 
visual demonstration was set up by company representatives, and a Q-and-A session 
ensued, with much interest shown by those in the audience.  
 
XIV. Announcements/Other Business: None. 
 
XV. Adjournment: 8:43 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tom Wood, Secretary 
 


