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DATE:   August 30, 2019 
TO:        All Nicasio Land Owners 
FROM:  Bill Joost, President 
RE:        Site Lighting 
 
Recently, it has come to the board’s attention that the site lighting of various properties 
is unnecessarily intruding into adjacent and even not-so-adjacent properties and the 
night sky, sometimes on an “all-night” basis. 
 
Rather than trying to “referee” on a case-by-case basis, the board would like, first, to 
advise all property owners of the Nicasio site lighting guidelines, with the hope that 
property owners will take steps to comply with the guidelines, in order that further action 
does not become necessary. The guidelines include the following: 
 
Section V(I) 
Site Lighting 
18. Sight lighting should only be used to aid safety. 
19. Lighting should minimize intrusion into adjacent properties, roadways, site silhouette 
and the night sky. 
20. Sight lighting should be indirect low intensity and incorporate full shield cut-offs. 
Light sources should not be visible from adjacent properties or public right-of-ways. 
21. Low level path lighting, if needed for safety, in the form of bollards or fixtures 
mounted on short posts is encouraged. 
22. Exterior building lighting for safety should be shielded so as not to shine on adjacent 
properties. “Flood lighting” is discouraged. 
23. Decorative lighting to highlight a structure, sign or landscape should not be 
permitted. 
24. Low wattage address numeral lighting is encouraged. 
 
In the spirit of these guidelines, it is the board’s belief that all-night lighting is 
unnecessary and is not permitted, absent a compelling safety reason. Similarly, “naked 
bulb” lighting; i.e., light bulbs without hoods, shields, etc., are unnecessary and, where 
they exist, should be remedied, such that any lighting necessary for safety will be 
indirect and as low wattage as necessary. 
 
Further, Nicasio’s website states, in part, “the darkness of the night sky is a treasured 
part of Nicasio”. As such, one part of the rationale for the above guidelines is to allow all 
home owners to live under a night sky that is as little impacted by ambient light, whether 
direct or indirect, as possible. 
 



 
 
 
 
Similarly, another part of the rationale for the guidelines is to have as little impact as 
possible on nesting owls, including endangered spotted owls known to exist in Nicasio. 
Research demonstrates that owls’ natural patterns are adversely impacted by night 
light. Much the same can be said for the other creatures with whom we are so lucky to 
share this magnificent plot of ground. 
 
Personal Note: Having this issue brought to the board’s attention has caused Deborah 
and me to re-consider our exterior lighting. As a result, and despite the generally 
positive feedback we’ve received over the years, we’ve decided to turn off the 
seasonally-colored lights on our carved bear and the lights installed at the entrance to 
our driveway and across our bridge unless we are expecting night-time guests, in which 
case those lights are genuinely needed for safety, as our property is unusually dark at 
night.  
In thinking about this, we recall that one of our property’s initial attractions was the 
inability, at night, to see one’s hand in front of one’s face with the lights off. So… we are 
now enjoying more of those nights and, hopefully, to having new occupants of our owl 
house. 
 
The board’s “ask” is simple: Please evaluate your own situation, reduce the hours that 
your outside lights are in use, use timers on your outdoor lights where possible, and 
eliminate lighting that does not comply with the spirit of our guidelines. Thank you on 
behalf of your nearby neighbors, the greater Nicasio community and the critters with 
whom we share this great place. 


